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American History Since 1865 

Calendar Description 

This course is a survey of United States history from the Civil War to the present.  

Rationale 

This course contributes to the fulfillment of many degree requirements in the Humanities, 

Education, and the Social Sciences. 

This course introduces the learner to many of the key themes in American history, most of which 

are evident today. It examines cultural, social, economic, political, military developments, and 

international relations from the American Civil War to the present. The course also introduces 

the learner to several crucial American history topics such as: The Reconstruction Era, reform 

movements, territorial expansion, and nation-building process, foreign policy, the American 

nation and state during the Great War era, interwar period of the Roaring Twenties, and Great 

Depression; Second World War, Cold War, and post-Cold War developments at home and on the 

international scale. 

 

Prerequisites 

English 30-1 or equivalent. 

Co-Requisites 

None 

Course Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate and apply the 

knowledge and skills of a beginning historian in American History. More specifically, students 

will be able to 

 

1.   demonstrate basic field knowledge, by 

 1.1. telling in outline some of the story of the United States from 1865. 

 1.2. recognizing and talking about some of the key individuals, events, issues and ideas in  

        post-Civil War America till the present day. 

 1.3. analyzing various connections between ideas, beliefs, events, and developments in the  

        past. 
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2.   apply some research skills, such as 

    2.1. locating and using appropriate sources. 

    2.2. collecting and organizing research data. 

    2.3. deriving generalizations and conclusions from a broad range of sometimes contradictory  

           Data. 

    2.4. constructing a thesis and defending it with a line of argument supported by evidence  

           from adequately cited sources 

    2.5. constructing arguments through a synthesis of primary and secondary sources. 

 

3.   apply the appropriate writing skills, by 

    3.1. using language correctly, concisely and convincingly. 

    3.2. employing the conventions of format and style such that the student's work could be  

           accepted for publication in a scholarly journal. 

 

4.   practice as an individual writing history, by 

    4.1. writing a thoughtful, well styled critical film review. 

    4.2. writing thoughtful learning reports . 

    4.3. writing original essays on historical topics from the field which call for synthesis and  

           evaluation . 

 

5.   apply the knowledge and skills acquired, by 

    5.1. relating some of the topics and ideas covered to situations and events in the present day  

           World. 

    5.2. relating some of the topics and ideas covered to situations and events in the learner's  

           personal life. 

    5.3. demonstrating the importance of events and processes that shaped the American nation,  

           state, and society after 1865. 

Resource Materials 

Required Textbook: 

 

McGerr, Michael, et al. Of the People Volume 1I since 1865: A History of the United  

 

     States. Fourth Edition, Oxford University Press, 2019.  

 

Primary Sources:  

 

  Primary sources are used as resources for assignments and other learning activities.   

Video Clips and Films:  

Instructional videos are used in this class. The purpose is to increase the understanding of the 

American history, engage students in discussions, and employ critical analysis towards the 

screened material.  
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Conduct of Course 

This is a 3 credit course with 3 hours of lecture per week.  (3-0-0). 

Students acquire general field knowledge by doing the assigned, suggested and other readings.  

Classroom instruction is largely in lecture form and discussion (3 hours per week). 

Evaluation Procedures 

The final grade is an aggregate of the following components: 

Learning Reports (2 x 2.5% each) 5% 

Critical Film Review   25% 

Midterm Examination  35% 

Final Examination  35% 

Total 100% 

No supplemental assignments or examination re-writes are permitted in this course. 

Grade Equivalents and Course Pass Requirements  

A minimum grade of D is required to pass this course.   

Letter F D D+ C- C C+ B- B B+ A- A A+ 

Percent 

Range 

0-49 50-

52 

53-

56 

57-

59 

60-

64 

65-

69 

70-

74 

75-

79 

80-

84 

85-

89 

90-

94 

95-

100 

Points 0.00 1.00 1.30 1.70 2.00 2.30 2.70 3.00 3.30 3.70 4.00 4.00 

Students must maintain a cumulative grade of C (GPA - Grade Point Average of 2.00) in 

order to qualify to graduate. 

Attendance 

A great deal of course material and explanations take place during class lectures and discussions. 

Therefore, regular attendance is essential for success in any course. Absence for any reason does 

not relieve a student of the responsibility of completing course work and assignments to the 

instructor's satisfaction. Poor attendance may result in the termination of a student from a 

course(s). If you do not meet the established attendance requirements, your instructor will 

recommend that the Registrar withdraw you from the course. A failing grade of RW (Required to 

Withdraw) will appear on your transcript. In cases of repeated absences due to illness, the 

student may be requested to submit a medical certificate. Instructors have the authority to require 
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attendance at classes. For reasons independent of their own will, students who are absent from 

multiple classes should contact the instructor to discuss alternate ways of ensuring the learning of 

class materials and the attainment of the course outcomes. 

 

Academic Integrity 

 

Students should read and follow the academic policies, rules, regulations, and requirements of 

Lakeland College. They need to consult the handbook regarding the definitions of plagiarism and 

cheating and their consequences when detected. Consult the School of University Transfer 

Student Handbook available on the College’s website. Review all documents to ensure that you 

understand the contents and implications of the academic policies at Lakeland College. 

Course Units/Topics 

1. Introduction to the Course  

2. The  Reconstruction Era and Beyond  

3. The American State and Nation before and during the Great War 

4. America and Americans during the Roaring Twenties  

5. The USA, the Great Depression and the World  

6. The American State and Nation on the Eve and during the Second World War 

7. America and Americans in the Era of Cold War 

8. Americans and the establishment of the Consumers Society  

9. Social Revolutions, Racism, and Human Rights Movements  

10. The Ronald Reagan Era    

11. America, the Americans, and the Globalization  

12. A Nation Under the Threat: Terrorism and Geopolitics  

 

Course Policy and Assignments 

 

For more details about policies and rules, schedule for classes, readings, the due dates of the 

assignments, and other class components, please read the course Syllabus available on D2L.  
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